
Fred Lauth Sr. 
Tribal Host

Fred Lauth Sr. was born in Ketchikan, Alaska to Phillip Lauth Sr. of Chomley 
and Olive Anna Ross who was the daughter of Eva Skultka of Waterfall, 
Alaska. His Tlingit name is Stee-yun and Haida name is Iljewaas, which both 
translate to “big man sitting.” He was raised in Hydaburg, Alaska until the 
age of 10 when he moved to Saxman and then Ketchikan. He worked at 
Ketchikan’s Spruce Pulp Mill for 12 years and also spent many years fishing 
on his boat the F/V Mijalisa.

Fred and his loving wife Marian Peratrovich have been married for more 
than 50 years. They raised their three children (Carol, Karen and Fred Jr.) in 
Saxman, Alaska until 1980 when they moved to Seattle, Washington so Fred 
could pursue his educational goals. 

Fred holds a Bachelor’s degree in Business Administration with a minor in 
Northwest Coast Art from the University of Washington. He studied under carvers Marvin Oliver, Duane 
Pasco, and Steve Brown. He became a renowned carver and owned and operated One Haida Frog Totems 
carving shop in Ballard for many years. In 2015, he became the first tribal citizen to be certified under 
Tlingit & Haida’s Certified Tribal Artist program.

Fred is known for sharing his talents freely, contributing his carvings, and donating his time to teaching 
his crafts. He and his wife Marian helped to create and lead the Seattle Haida group, Haida Laas, which has 
performed for well over 20 years. 

Fred has served our people in many roles over the years. He was Executive Director of the American Indian 
Elders of Seattle, Chief Executive Officer of the Western Coalition of Alaska Natives (WECAN), Board of 
Directors for the Seattle Indian Health Board, Board of Directors for Cape Fox Corporation, CEO/President 
of the Cape Fox Corporation, and Chair of the Haida Heritage Foundation. He retired this year as a Tlingit 
& Haida Seattle Delegate after more than 35 years of service during which time he served three terms as a 
Vice President on the Executive Council, many years as the chair of the Culture Heritage Committee, and as 
the Tlingit & Haida Washington Chapter’s President, Vice President, Committee Chair and Trustee. 

Fred has impacted many lives and continues to be recognized for his loving spirit for his community 
and family. He received Tlingit & Haida’s Delegate/Citizen of the Year award in 2015, Alaska Federation of 
Native’s Citizen of the Year award,  Seattle Haida community had a celebration of life party at Angle Lake. 
He has also been selected by President Peterson to receive this year’s President’s Lifetime Achievement 
award.  We are all truly blessed to have Fred in our community and to be a part of his life. 


