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LLavina Boe

Tribal Hostess
Lavina Boe was born and raised in Hydaburg to Elsie and
Sam Douglas, both full-blooded Haidal. Lavina is from
the Eagle clan. Lavina's great grandfather was Chief Son-
I-Hat from Kasaan, Alaska — one of the last famous Haida
chiefs. She attended Mt. Edgecumbe for four years and
continued her education at Haskell University in Kansas
where she studied for two years. After college, she
moved to Seattle where she raised her family of four
children — Irvin, Jesse, Audrey, and Dawn.

Every summer Lavina travels to Hydaburg during the
fishing season to put up fish. She owned a fishing boat
and fished for at least ten years in Southeast Alaska.
When her children were young, she brought them to
Hydaburg during the summers so they could appreciate
and learn to love the land and culture.

Lavina is known as the kind-hearted Haida who always greets family and friends at the airport who
are travelling in from Alaska to Seattle. When she was more comfortable driving, she was at SeaTac
airport picking up family and friends so much the taxicabs were upset she was taking away business.

Lavina is always visiting family and friends in the hospital or those staying at hotels. There was a
relative in the burn unit at Harborview Hospital for months and Lavina was there every day.
Whenever and wherever she goes, Lavina is always bringing food most of the time salmon spread
for sandwiches and snacks.

Lavina is the first to arrive at a family’s home when there is a death. She supports our community by
always sharing information and coordinating memorials. Lavina has traveled many miles to attend
memorials and funerals in Massett, British Columbia, Hydaburg, and Ketchikan. She is always there
to love and support the survivors.

As for the accomplishments and highlights that Lavina is known for, she is best described as being
the strong, dedicated, loving passionate mother to many children of the Seattle area. Lavina was a
foster parent for 26 years and cannot even remember how many children lived with her, but it was
well over one hundred and perhaps two hundred children. One day a social worker turned up at her
door and said “I heard you are interested in being a foster parent.” Lavina said, “sure let’s start the
licensing process. | heard it takes a few months.” The social worker said we can make exceptions in
the time delay | have a little boy in my car that needs a home, and that is how her home was




opened to so many children of all ages and not just the Native community. In addition to taking care
of foster kids she also took in homeless kids who needed a warm place to stay and home cooked
meals. Many of her relatives sent their kids to stay with Lavina while they attended school in the
Seattle area. When asked if she ever turned away kids who were difficult Lavina responded, "When
kids are tough, we don't throw them away." When Lavina was interviewed for this nomination
there was a knock at the door, it was Ray Ray now an adult who continues to visit his loving Lavina
who raised him as a foster child. Before Ray Ray came to live with Lavina he had been in twenty one
different foster homes.

Friends and family know they are always welcome to stay with Lavina when passing through
Seattle. Even if the bedrooms were overflowing with kids. There were times when her house was
filled with sleeping bags in all rooms. If you did not claim your spot sometimes you had to sleep
under the kitchen table.

Lavina attends all Tlingit and Haida events in Seattle often donating salmon, halibut and she always
donates eggs for salads. Everyone in Seattle is fond of Lavina and she is admired as a prestigious
Haida elder.




