
James W. Price
Tribal Host

James (Jim) W. Price’s Tlingit name is Sha.aan and he is Wooshkeetaan, Toos’ Hít 
(Shark House) of the Aak’w Khwaan. He was born and raised in Sitka, Alaska and 
is the son of Jessie [Weir] Price (Keinasxíx) and Frank D. Price Sr. (Sataan Éesh). His 
mother was in the first graduating class from Sheldon Jackson School and father 
was one of the founding members of the Alaska Native Brotherhood (ANB). 

Desiring to follow in his parents’ steps, Jim joined the Alaska Native Brotherhood 
Camp 1 in 1962. Jim graduated with a Bachelor of Arts degree from Evergreen 
State College in . He moved to the Seattle area in 1968 and has been an active 
member of the Washington Tlingit & Haida Chapter since the early 1970’s. 

Jim has been an active member of his community in Seattle since 1968 and before 
that served as a  Sitka Tlingit & Haida Delegate.  As one of the longest serving Seattle Delegates, Jim has 
helped to grow the Seattle T&H Community Council.  He has served in several positions, including three terms 
as President and diligently attends all cultural events.

Jim has not only been a strong voice each year during Tribal Assembly, but has also mentored new Delegates 
on parliamentary procedures and the importance of resolutions and budgets. He has always been on point 
while implementing Robert Rules of Order.  He gives great advice on election rules and regulations and enjoys 
and always participates in the caucus groups during voting.

Jim worked over 20 years for the Seattle Indian Center helping American Indians and Alaska Natives further 
their education and advance their careers. He also served as chair of the Seattle Indian Center board 
of directors. He made many long-term friends and was recognized for his professionalism, ethics and 
compassion. 

“There are numerous shining examples and qualities I can speak of but what stands out most is his fight for the 
American Indian/Alaska Native people...Education programs for AI/AN students would produce a vigorous fight 
because of Mr. Price’s commitment to young people who often struggled with a system rife with institutional racism. 
Fighting the unpopular fight for justice and equality is how James W. Price lives. The Seattle Indian Center is proud 
that such a man as this has graced our landscape and our world.”

 – Camille Monson, Seattle Indian Center Executive Director
  




