
Tlingit & Haida

The State of Alaska has formally recognized 
all 229 Alaska tribes after Governor Mike 
Dunleavy signed House Bill 123 into law on 
July 28, 2022.

The law creates a government-to-
government relationship between the State 
of Alaska and Alaska tribes and follows in 
the footsteps of the federal government, 
Alaska Supreme Court, and Attorney 
General which already recognizes the 
sovereignty of Alaska tribes and right to 
self-governance.

“House Bill 123 codifies in law what Alaskans have long recognized: the important role that Native Tribes 
play in our past, present, and future,” Governor Dunleavy said. 

Tlingit & Haida President Richard Chalyee Éesh Peterson attended the signing ceremony at the Alaska 
Native Heritage Center in Anchorage, Alaska.

“It was such a privilege to be a part of this historic bill signing and celebrate with other Alaska Native 
leaders and government officials. Alaska is home to 229 federally recognized tribes, now recognized by 
the state,” President Peterson said.
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Governor Dunleavy signs HB 123 during a ceremony held in Anchorage, Alaska 
(Photo Credit: Alaska Federation of Natives)
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Indigenous 
Holiday Market

Mark your calendar! Tlingit & 
Haida will be hosting a holiday 
market, November 25-27, at 
the Elizabeth Peratrovich Hall 
in Juneau, Alaska to support 
Indigenous artists and vendors! 

There will be a variety of 
handmade products such as 
apparel, jewelry, textile weaving, 
woodwork, regalia and more!

“The holiday market is just one 
way Tlingit & Haida’s Business 
& Economic Development 
department can support 
Indigenous artists and vendors 
and help promote their products 
or services,” shared Jamie 
Cowan, Business & Economic 
Development Manager.

Facebook Event Page:
www.facebook.com/ccthita

For more information, contact 
Jamie Cowan, Business & 
Economic Development Manager, 
at deptbed@ccthita-nsn.gov or 
907.463.7107.

Broadband Project Partnership with 
Sitka Tribe of Alaska

Tlingit & Haida’s Broadband 
department, Tidal Network, 
is working with Sitka Tribe of 
Alaska (STA) to bring internet 
access to underserved residents in 
Sitka, Alaska. 

Tidal Network will partner with 
STA to use and retain its 2.5 
GHz spectrum license granted 
by the Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC). 
 
Tlingit & Haida also received the 2.5 GHz spectrum license for several 
areas in Southeast Alaska under a Rural Tribal Priority Window that was 
available at no cost to federally recognized tribes. 
 
Under a long-term lease agreement, Tlingit & Haida will provide the 
infrastructure and technology to bring internet access to underserved 
residents in Sitka. The multi-million dollar project is already funded with 
American Rescue Plan Act funding. 
 
“That partnership means we can close the digital divide by using better 
technology to provide more internet to more people at a lower cost,” 
explained Broadband Network Architect Chris Cropley. 
 
“Broadband internet is a necessity, not a luxury,” said Anne Davis, 
Deputy General Manager for STA. “The pandemic demonstrated that our 
kids need broadband to learn, adults need it to work, and Elders need it 
to stay connected and access services.” 
 
Tidal Network staff will build and lease telecommunications towers 
in Sitka that will provide fixed wireless services to people who are 
underserved, regardless of their tribal affiliation. Sitka will be Tidal 
Network’s second pilot project site, along with Wrangell. 
 
“By partnering with Tidal Network, we can bring in broadband that’s 
accessible and affordable for people who have limited or no options for 
internet right now,” said Broadband Systems Architect Luke Johnson. 
 
Tidal Network is also helping people get a $75/month discount per 
household under the FCC’s Affordable Connectivity Program and a $75/
month plan under Tidal Network.
 
Tidal Network is looking to partner with other tribes throughout 
Southeast Alaska to ensure all communities have expanded options for 
broadband internet. 



3

Two Tlingit & Haida employees received 
legislative citations in July. Public Safety 
Director Jason Wilson and Cultural 
Heritage & Education Manager Qacung 
Stephen Blanchett were honored for their 
work in the community.

Each year, state legislators are allowed to 
award a limited number of citations.

Representative Andi Story selected Jason to 
receive one this year. While she could not 
attend the presentation, Representative Sara 
Hannan filled in to acknowledge Wilson’s 
dedication to youth sports and helping tribal citizens through his work in public safety.

“There’s been several times at the legislature where I am just so proud to know that name behind the title and 
the heart behind the belief that we are improving Alaska and it’s on your shoulders. Thank you for helping lead 
us,” Representative Hannan said to Jason as he walked up on stage to receive the citation.

Jason talked about the joy he’s had as a coach and the impact he’s seen sports have on young people.

“Working with our Native youth and helping them see there’s a world out there they can participate in is a big 
deal,” Jason said. “The automatic friendships that happen and the support from adults that come into play from 
sports is huge.”

Senator Jesse Kiehl presented his legislative citation to Qacung, who has been nationally recognized for several 
awards for his music and work as an Indigenous artist.

“When I heard that we had one of the Kennedy Center’s Next 50 Artists in our community, I thought, ‘There’s 
one of my citations,’” Senator Kiehl said.

Qacung expressed his gratitude in Yup’ik and thanked his family for his support.

“My son Ayuq and my daughter Ulaa, they’re sometimes my muses. I make music for them and about them. 
Quyana, thank you,” he said.

Employees Honored with Legislative Citations

Tlingit & Haida’s tribal enrollment records continue showing many tribal citizens 
with an invalid address. A list of tribal citizens with invalid addresses has been 
posted at www.ccthita-nsn.gov/services/enrollment/overview.

Update Your Address Online: 
www.ccthita-nsn.gov/services/overview/forms/form-update-contact 

For questions, contact Program Compliance at 1.800.344.1432 ext. 7359 or enrollment@ccthita-nsn.gov.

Update Your Contact Information Online

Pictured L-R: President Richard Chalyee Eesh Peterson, Jason Wilson,  
Stephen Blanchett, Representative Jesse Kiehl, and Representative Sara Hannan
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He said the state recognition is long overdue and marks a new era for Alaska.

“This remarkable accomplishment further solidifies that healthy tribes make healthy communities, as sovereign 
governments have an inherent responsibility to take care of our people. We bring many resources to the table 
when we partner with the State of Alaska. We look forward to strengthening that relationship to benefit all 
Alaskans,” President Peterson said.

Representative Tiffany Zulkosky (D-Bethel) sponsored HB 123 and was glad to see Alaska finally giving tribes 
the recognition they deserve.

“I hope today is looked back on as the beginning of a new chapter of collaboration and partnership between the 
State and Alaska’s tribes,” Representative Zulkosky said.

It took many hands to lift this bill, tens of thousands of Alaskans in fact. Tlingit & Haida is grateful to all those 
who provided support and is especially thankful to Representative Zulkosky, Elizabeth Medicine Crow, Barbara 
Blake, and for the hard work of the Alaskans for Better Government team.

Continued from cover

HB 123 Signed into Law

Carlisle Indian School Community Sharing Events Held
In August, Tlingit & Haida hosted three community data sharing events 
in partnership with the Carlisle Indian School Digital Resource Center to 
provide information on Southeast Alaska Native children who attended the 
boarding school in Pennsylvania (1879-1918) and help families learn about 
their relatives who were removed from their homes.

The Carlisle Indian Industrial School is a major site of memory for many 
Native peoples, as well as a source of study for students and scholars around 
the globe. It was the first government-run boarding school for Native 
children who were forced to assimilate into Western society. The school was 
open nearly 40 years and housed thousands of students from more than 140 
tribes. Sadly, at least 186 graves of children have been found at the boarding 

school, some of which are unmarked.

The Carlisle Indian School Digital Resource Center was established to aid the research process and to increase 
knowledge and understanding of the school and its complex legacy, while also facilitating efforts to tell the stories 
of the many thousands of students who were sent there. 

During the community data sharing events, Biographer Barbara Landis, Professor of Psychology and Director of 
the Community Studies Center Susan Rose, and Professor of American and Indigenous Histories Jacqueline Fear-
Segal shared information on their roles in the digital resource center and the data they’ve been able to gather on 
the children from Southeast Alaska who were sent to the boarding school. Of the 7,800 students enrolled at the 
Carlisle Indian Industrial School, 127 were identified as Alaska Native. Of those, 42 were from Southeast Alaska 
and came from Woody Island, Ketchikan, Metlakatla, Port Chester, Port Gravia, Saxman, and Kasaan.

To learn more about the Carlisle Indian School Digital Resource Center, visit https://carlisleindian.dickinson.edu.
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Rescue Small Business Relief 
Startup Grant Program

Tribal citizens who have changed 
careers due to the negative economic 
impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic 
and started a new business or plan to 
start a new business in 2022 can now 
apply for a startup grant.

Tlingit & Haida has directed $500,000 
in American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 
funding to the Rescue Small Business 
Relief Startup Grant program to 
provide a maximum of 200 grants 
($2,500 per grant).

As a pre-requisite for the grant, 
applicants will need to complete Spruce Root’s Business Basics online 
class (www.spruceroot.org/businessbasics), which is available through 
November 2022. 

Eligibility Requirements:
 � Must be a tribal citizen of Tlingit & Haida at the time of application.

 � Must be a U.S. citizen 18 years of age or older.

 � Must have a state business license issued after January 1, 2022.

 � Must be 50% owner of the small business.

 � Must complete an online application.

 � Business must be actively managed by tribal citizen.

 � Non-Artist Applicants: Must complete Spruce Root’s Business Basic 
online course.

 � Artist Applicants: Must complete Spruce Root’s Business Basic online 
course for artists.

The funds must be expended in compliance with federal law and used by 
the applicant only to pay for startup business expenses such as product 
parts, supplies, and/or inventory.

Only one application per tribal citizen will be accepted. Tribal citizens 
who previously received a Rescue Small Business Relief grant from Tlingit 
& Haida are not eligible to apply. The application period will close on 
December 30, 2022 at 4:00 PM (AKST) or when all funds have been 
expended.

Apply Online: www.ccthita-nsn.gov

For more information on the Rescue Small Business Relief Startup Grant 
program, email RescueSBG@ccthita-nsn.gov or call 907.463.7799.

Program 
Profiles Booklet 
Available Online

Tlingit & Haida is pleased to share 
the 2022 Program Profiles booklet 
is now available online!

The booklet is a great resource 
for tribal citizens and provides a 
comprehensive overview of the 
wide range of services Tlingit 
& Haida offers. The booklet 
includes program descriptions, 
communities served, eligibility 
requirements and contact 
information. 

Tlingit & Haida continues to 
promote the welfare of our 
citizens through service delivery 
and tribal self-governance.

In the spirit of Tlingit & Haida’s 
mission, we are proud of the 
services we provide and are 
honored to serve our tribal 
citizens!

Program Profiles: 
www.tinyurl.com/ProgramProfiles
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September was National 
Recovery Month and is 
observed to bring awareness 
to new treatment and 
recovery practices, the 
nation’s strong and proud 
recovery community, and 
the dedication of service 
providers and communities 
who make recovery possible. 

Tlingit & Haida organized 
several community events to 
commemorate Recovery Month, including a candlelight vigil and bonfire.

“When I got through addiction, I had to do the next step and I had to get 
through my mental illness of depression, anxiety,” said Behavioral Health 
Aide Nicole McCabe. “It’s hard for me, but with the help and support of 
my friends and my family, I’ve made it.”

Peer Support Specialist David Evenson urged people who are struggling 
with addiction to not give up on a path to recovery.

“You’ve got to constantly be on your toes. And when one thing comes 
you’ve got to go through it, not over it, not under it, not around it,” David 
said. “You’ve got to face those demons and make sure you are in tune with 
those who are trying to help you.”

If you are struggling with substance abuse or addiction, Tlingit & 
Haida encourages you to learn more about the Tribe’s online addiction 
educational treatment program, Culture HealsTM (www.cultureheals.com).

National Recovery Month

Social media has proven to be a valuable tool for sharing information 
on Tlingit & Haida’s programs, services and activities. The Tribe has a 
growing followship and recently joined TikTok which has nearly 1,200 
followers.

Make sure you don’t miss out on any updates or events by turning on our 
post notifications! To do this, visit our profile on Instagram or Twitter and 
click the bell icon on our page. Please help us continue to grow and expand 
the Tribe’s social media reach by “liking” and “sharing” our posts! 

Follow Us on Social Media

@ccthita @tlingithaida @tlingithaida

Community 
Navigators 

Program

Tlingit & Haida has Community 
Navigators in nearly 20 
communities. These positions were 
created to serve as a liaison to help 
our tribal citizens navigate our 
services and connect them to other 
resources.

Each Community Navigator has 
received an intensive training to 
learn about the Tribe’s programs, 
services, eligibility requirements 
and application processes. 

Community Navigators are 
available to provide application 
support services and can help 
with tribal enrollment processes. 
Each Community Navigator is 
a public notary and available to 
notarize documents, certify birth 
certificates so originals no longer 
have to be sent by mail, and take 
photos to create Tribal ID cards. 

If you are a tribal citizen needing 
application support services or 
help locating resources, contact 
our Community Navigators 
program at 1.800.344.1432 to 
make an appointment.

@tlingit_haida

Participants stand near the State Capitol Building for a 
group photo during a Recovery Month event
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Southeast Environmental Conference Held
Tlingit & Haida’s Native Lands & Resources department co-hosted 
this year’s Southeast Environmental Conference with Sitka Tribe 
of Alaska and the Wilderness Society. The conference was held 
August 29-September 2, 2022 in Juneau, Alaska with the theme 
“Reconnecting’” and was the first time people have gathered in 
person for the conference since September 2019. 

Each year, the conference brings Southeast Alaska tribes, natural 
resource professionals, and other environmental interest groups 
from the region together to promote, share and provide awareness 
on environmental and natural resource issues and concerns specific 
to Southeast Alaska. It is an opportunity to develop partnerships, build collaborations and bring together 
resources to enhance projects.

The conference week included three days of presentations covering a wide range of topics such as 
composting, eDNA monitoring, climate change, Southeast Alaska Sustainability Strategy Initiatives, 
transboundary rivers, and more.

Tlingit & Haida 2nd Vice President (VP) and Southeast Indigenous Transboundary Commission (SEITC) Chair 
Rob Sanderson Jr. and Natural Resource Manager Jill Weitz provided an update on the work being done 
surrounding transboundary rivers. VP Sanderson provided background information on the formation of the 
SEITC, an overview of the accomplishments to date and next steps that need to be taken.

Traditional Food Security Manager Anthony Lindoff talked about food security and how crucial our 
traditional foods are. Earlier this year, staff distributed herring roe on kelp and black seaweed to tribal 
citizens.

“Our food is who we are,” Anthony said. “We’re talking about food and sovereignty and our way of life.”

The last two days included workshops on the Southeast Indigenous Guardians Network (SIGN) and Southeast 
Alaska Tribal Ocean Research (SEATOR). The SIGN workshop included several speakers, including special 
guest Frank Brown from Bella Bella Island in British Columbia. The SEATOR workshop included a field trip to 
Eagle Beach where participants learned how to identify different local species of shellfish, as well as proper 
procedures to conduct a plankton tow and collect an ocean acidification sample. 

For more information on the Southeast Environmental Conference, please contact the Native Lands & 
Resources Division at deptnlr@ccthita-nsn.gov or 907.463.7186.
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Back to School Backpack Distribution

Tlingit & Haida’s Back to School Backpack distribution was a huge success again this year with school 
supplies going out to thousands of tribal children!

The 477 Division purchased 2,500 backpacks and enough school supplies to create a starter pack for each 
child.

In addition to a Back to School Backpack event held at the Elizabeth Peratrovich Hall in Juneau, Alaska and 
distribution events held throughout Southeast Alaska, more than 1,500 backpacks were mailed to tribal 
children living outside of Southeast Alaska.

“I think it took us about seven weeks to stuff the backpacks and it’s labor intensive because it’s a lot of work. 
I call it a labor of love,” said Julie Chapman, Program Coordinator for the Temporary Assistance for Needy 
Families department. 

Department of Education Grant Awarded
The U.S. Department of Education awarded a $1.2 million grant 
to Tlingit & Haida’s Kei Naltseen Haa Sgóoni (Our School is Being 
Strengthened) program.

Kei Naltseen Haa Sgóoni is a partnership between Tlingit & 
Haida’s Cultural Heritage and Education Division, Goldbelt 
Heritage Foundation and Cedar Group to increase the academic 
performance of Alaska Native students by providing language 
immersion through Haa Yoo X’atángi Kúdi (HYXK), Tlingit & 
Haida’s Lingít language immersion nest preschool.

With the new funding, HYXK staff plan to increase language proficiency in children ages three to five (3-5), 
improve the quality of educational materials and produce a video mini-series in the Lingít language.

“Our Indigenous languages are vital to ensuring our identity and place among this land continues for 
generations to come. This funding ensures we can continue to build the capacity to increase Lingít language 
immersion efforts, nurture the reemergence of our languages through the voice of our children, and develop 
online educational resources for all language learners,” President Richard Chalyee Éesh Peterson said.
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Mark Your Calendars

October Events
 4: Registration Period Opens for Elders Winter Care Package

 4: Fatherhood is Sacred Sessions Begin ( Juneau, AK)
 6-9: 110th Alaska Native Brotherhood & Sisterhood Grand  
  Camp Convention (Anchorage, AK)
 8:  Native Youth Olympics Coach Training (Held via Zoom)
 10: Indigenous Peoples’ Day (Offices Closed)
 16-19: 39th Annual Statewide Elders & Youth Conference  
  (Anchorage, AK)
 17: Alaska Day Observed (Offices Closed)
 18: Alaska Day
 19: Southeast Alaska Reception (Anchorage, AK)
 20-22: Alaska Federation of Natives Convention (Anchorage, AK)

 24: Early Voting Locations Open for General Election
 29: Atskanée Yagitee (Spooky Day) Trick or Treat Event  
  ( Juneau, AK)

 29: Last Day to Request an Absentee Ballot for General Election

 31: Deadline for Youth Commission Applications

November Events
 4: Fatherhood is Sacred Virtual Sessions Begin
 8: General Election Day & Last Day to Postmark an Absentee  
  Ballot or Cast a Ballot at Polling Location
 11: Veterans Day (Offices Closed)
 14: Dr. Walter Soboleff Day (Offices Closed)
 15: Registration Period Closes for Elders Winter Care Package
 17: Caregivers Workshop (Juneau, AK)
 24: Thanksgiving Day (Offices Closed) 
 25: Native American Heritage Day (Offices Closed)
 25-27: Indigenous Artists & Vendors Holiday Market (Juneau, AK)

December Events
 7-9: Indian Child Welfare Workshop ( Juneau, AK)
 14-15: Tribal Enrollment Committee Meeting ( Juneau, AK)
 25:  Christmas Day
 26: Christmas Day Observed (Offices Closed)
 

Head Start
New School 

Year Snapshots
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Smokehouse Fish Camp 
In August, Tlingit & 
Haida’s Traditional Food 
Security department 
and Cultural Heritage 
& Education Division 
teamed up to host a 
Smokehouse Fish Camp in 
Juneau, Alaska. The camp 
provided an opportunity 
for 20 tribal citizens to 
learn how to smoke and 
can salmon.

For three days, tribal citizens learned how to fully process salmon (e.g., 
filet, brine, smoke and can) and went home with over two cases of 
smoked sockeye salmon. 

“This means a lot to me. Really what I look forward to is eventually 
having my own smokehouse and being able to go out and get my own 
fish and have something to help provide for my family,” said Patrice 
DeAsis.

Participants also learned how to make a beach seine net from tribal 
citizen Ed Sanderson of Hydaburg, Alaska.

Traditional Food Security Manager Anthony Lindoff said he was excited 
to offer a fish camp for adults, since many people may not have the 
resources to catch and process their own salmon.

“We don’t want to leave our tribal citizens behind,” Anthony said. “It’s 
not just the nourishment we get from the salmon, it’s what you see 
around us. Families working on fish together, telling stories, learning 
histories, laughing and having a good time.”

Participants remove jars of sockeye salmon after 
completing pressure cooking process

Ed Sanderson showing participants how to tie 
lead and cork lines

Mother and son cut sockeye salmon for jarring 
before pressure cooking

Sign Up for a 
Free Elders 
Winter Care 

Package

Tlingit & Haida cherishes its Elders. 
This year, we would like to send a 
free winter care package to show 
our Elders how much we value 
them. 

If you are a tribal citizen Elder, who 
will be 65 years of age or older by 
December 31st, make sure to sign 
up for a winter care package. 

Sign Up Online:  
www.ccthita-nsn.gov/info/events

Registration Period:
Oct. 4 - Nov. 15, 2022

Distribution Dates:
Dec. 1, 2022 - Jan. 31, 2023

If you need assistance signing 
up, contact our Community 
Navigators program at 
1.800.344.1432.
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Tlingit & Haida Welcomes New Managers
Please help Tlingit & Haida give a warm welcome to Dell Wilson and Chloey McAdams who have both joined 
the Tribe’s management team! 

Dell Wilson joined Tlingit & Haida as the General Manager for Southeast 
General Contractors (SGC), the construction company which aims to provide 
work experience and training opportunities to tribal citizens interested in 
entering the construction trade. 
 
As the General Manager, Dell will be responsible for overseeing all construction 
projects, including in-house renovation, new construction and general 
maintenance projects for Tlingit & Haida and for-profit public bid projects.
 
Dell has decades of experience in the construction industry, working for BP and 
Alyeska. He was formerly the president of the Ahtna Construction and DNH 
Construction companies and has worked with Tlingit & Haida on past projects 
including the Thane Orehouse.
 

Dell is Kluti Kaah Athabascan and an Ahtna & Doyon Shareholder from the Copper River Basin area.  

His goal as General Manager is to use his construction experience to make SGC a well-run and profitable 
construction company.

Chloe McAdams has been hired as the Sacred Grounds Café’s Manager.  
  
Tribal Business Enterprise Manager Jodie Gatti said, “Our coffee managers 
are the heart of our business. Chloe provides the direction, positivity and 
enthusiasm needed to maintain and grow Sacred Grounds as one of the most 
popular coffee shops on Lingít Aaní.”  
 
As one of Tlingit & Haida’s tribal enterprises, Sacred Grounds Café proudly 
maintains a Native hire rate of nearly 100%. Since opening its doors in 2017, the 
café has expanded to three locations in Juneau and continues to provide work 
experience opportunities to tribal citizen clients. 
 
As the Sacred Grounds Café Manager, Chloe will oversee the hiring and 
training of new baristas, work directly with staff to expand the Sacred Grounds 
Café brand, and develop and execute sales and profit plans that align with budgetary goals to ensure profitable 
operations. 
 
Chloe grew up in Southeast Alaska and graduated from Juneau-Douglas High School in 2020. She is Ojibwe, 
Crow, and Accinaboin, and her Ojibwe name is Wahbigooneans (wabba- goon – eenzz), meaning little flower 
they find in the woods. Chloe is currently enrolled in the University of Alaska Southeast, working on completing 
their degree in elementary education. 
 
Chloe said, “I am happy to be working at Tlingit & Haida and with Sacred Grounds Café. I love coffee and being 
a barista, but I am excited to learn and grow into this new role.”  

Dell Wilson

Chloe McAdams
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Tlingit & Haida has been awarded $208,000 for its herring roe 
program. In early September, the Tribe signed a cooperative 
agreement under the Local Food Purchase Assistance (LFPA) 
Cooperative Agreement program with the United States 
Department of Agriculture.

The LFPA uses American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds to 
improve food and agriculture supply chain resiliency. 

Earlier this year, Tlingit & Haida used ARPA funds to purchase 
herring roe on kelp from tribal citizen permit holders on Prince 
of Wales Island. Nearly 14,000 pounds of herring roe were distributed to more than 3,000 tribal citizens.

The LFPA grant awarded to Tlingit & Haida will help continue this program in 2023. The funds will be used 
to support 15 local Alaska Native food producers who harvest roe on kelp and improve food security in rural 
Southeast Alaska communities.
 
“It’s an honor and joy to be able to support our tribal citizen commercial fishermen and women, and we take 
great pride in being able share the highly esteemed herring roe on kelp product with our tribal citizens,” said 
Traditional Food Security Manager Anthony Lindoff. 

Herring Egg Distribution Program Receives Funding

On August 23, 2022, Tlingit & Haida celebrated 36 women who participated in the Yéil Koowú Shaawát 
(Raventail Woman) program. The program was part of a three-year research project and included curriculum 
developed by Amalia Monreal, a Lead Clinician with the Tribe’s Community & Behavioral Services Division.

The project was funded by the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services, Children’s Bureau. It created the 
Center for Native Child and Family Resilience, which was established to find promising practices demonstrating 
success in serving Alaska Natives and American Indians. Tlingit & Haida was among five tribes selected to 
participate in the project.

The Yéil Koowú Shaawát program has been facilitated by Amalia Monreal, who said it’s the first time research 
on Indigenous people has been gathered through talking circles and personal interviews instead of surveys and 
Western bureaucratic-focused questions.

For almost two decades, Amalia has been developing and teaching the curriculum to help women who have 
been impacted by intergenerational trauma, drugs, alcohol and domestic violence.

“These women do this because they want to help the one who’s coming behind them. That’s why they do this, 
that’s why they heal. That’s why they work so hard,” Amalia said.

At the celebratory dinner held, participants in the program shared their stories of healing.

“Ultimately, what this group gave me, was a voice,” one woman said. “It helped me speak about the things I 
didn’t want to speak about. Through it, I’ve learned that these stories have the ability to help people.”

Yéil Koowú Shaawát Honor Dinner Held
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Did you know your Tribal ID card 
is a valid form of identification 
for traveling domestically on 
flights and border crossing into 
Canada by road? It can also be 
used for entering federal buildings, 
purchasing goods that require proof 
of identification before sale, and to 
vote in elections.

Your Tribal ID card also meets the 
REAL ID standard with its enhanced 

security features which include tribal citizen photo, background and 
foreground images, and a holographic image of Tlingit & Haida’s logo. 

Because of the enhanced security features, your Tribal ID card expires 
five (5) years from the date it was issued. If your Tribal ID card has 
expired, there are two ways to request a new card:

Tribal Citizens in Juneau: Call our Program Compliance (Tribal 
Enrollment) department at 1.800.344.1432 ext. 7146 or 907.463.7146 to 
schedule an appointment and make sure to bring a form of identification.

Tribal Citizens Outside of Juneau: Mail a complete and 
notarized Tribal ID Card affidavit with current photo to Program 
Compliance (Tribal Enrollment) department at PO Box 25500, Juneau 
AK 99802.

Tribal citizens can also contact our Community Navigators program 
to request assistance with their Tribal ID affidavit. Community 
Navigators are available to take photos and notarize the Tribal ID 
affidavit. To schedule an appointment with a Community Navigator, call 
1.800.344.1432 or email communitynavigator@ccthita-nsn.gov.

Help educate others on the power of your Tribal ID card by using it 
everywhere you can, especially at your polling location for the upcoming 
General Election!

Key Alaska Election Dates:
 � October 24: Early Voting Locations Open for General Election

 � October 29: Last Day to Request an Absentee Ballot for General 
Election

 � November 8: General Election Day & Last Day to Postmark an 
Absentee Ballot or Cast a Ballot at Polling Location

Make Sure to Get Out and Vote!

The Power of Your Tribal ID Card Sealaska Board 
Youth Advisor

Congratulations to Tribal Court 
Administrative Assistant Connor 
Ulmer for being selected as the 
2022-2023 Sealaska Board Youth 
Advisor!

Connor is the son of Annette and 
Gary Ulmer. He is Kaagwaantaan 
from the Kóok Hít (Box House)
and carries his grandfather 
George Obert’s Tlingit name, 
Deikeenaak’w, which means “Little 
Haida”.

Connor is a 2022 graduate of the 
University of Alaska Southeast 
and holds a Bachelor’s degree in 
Business Management. He joined 
Tlingit & Haida’s Tribal Court in 
2018 and is looking at advancing 
his education to help tribes develop 
their judicial systems.

In his application for the Youth 
Advisor position, Connor talked 
about his connection to his culture 
through weaving and bead 
working. He’s currently working 
on a Ravenstail apron.

In his new role, Connor hopes to 
learn more about Sealaska and help 
communities get access to more 
resources to help tribal citizens.

Connor Ulmer
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#OurWaysSummerDays Challenge
Gunalchéesh, Háw’aa to all of our tribal citizens who shared photos for this year’s #OurWaysSummerDays 
photo challenge! Over 100 photos were submitted during the challenge. Check out our Facebook page  
(www.facebook.com/ccthita) to view the full album of photos.
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Tlingit & Haida’s Public Safety Division is now working with 
Everbridge, the worldwide leader in unified critical communications, 
to provide tribal citizens with emergency communication before, 
during and after a critical event.
 
The Everbridge emergency notification system will be used as the 
Tribe’s primary Critical Event Management (CEM) technology 
platform to provide emergency and non-emergency communication, 
comprehensive assessment and response to community incidents.
 
The system allows notifications to be sent to tribal citizens via cell 
phone or Short Message Service (SMS) text messaging, home phone, 
email, fax or the Everbridge App.
 
“Our intent is to keep tribal citizens, staff and emergency personnel safe and informed with quick, reliable 
emergency notifications and public service announcements,” shared Public Safety Director Jason Wilson. 

All tribal citizens with current contact information on file with Tlingit & Haida have been automatically 
subscribed to receive alerts. To complete the registration process and verify Tlingit & Haida has your current 
contact information, visit our Tribal Citizen Alert portal at www.tinyurl.com/CitizenAlertPortal.

USDA Signs Cooperative Agreement
In early September, the United States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) announced three regional strengthening agreements as part 
of the Southeast Alaska Sustainability Strategy. 

Under the regional cooperative agreements, Tlingit & Haida, 
Spruce Root and Southeast Conference have begun collaborating 
with the USDA to promote economic diversification and workforce 
development projects in Southeast Alaska. More than 20 projects, 
totaling $12.4 million, range from fisheries improvements to food 
security initiatives and are geared toward expanding the strategy’s 
goals and reach.

“This cooperative agreement is truly an innovative approach taken 
by the USDA,” said President Richard Chalyee Éesh Peterson. “It is an 

exciting step forward and an example of what we can do when we listen to the needs of our people and work 
together to bring sustainability projects to our Southeast Alaska communities. This is the type of community 
development that will bring real solutions and Tlingit & Haida is committed to being a partner in the locally 
driven collaborative work to help future generations.” 

For Tlingit & Haida, the agreements are an example of USDA’s renewed commitment to its Federal Trust 
responsibilities and what can be done when partners work together on common goals of sustainable, 
community-led economic development in Southeast Alaska. It is not only an investment in communities, but 
also recognizes the critical role of tribes in the co-stewardship of our lands and waters and sustainability of our 
communities. 

Everbridge Emergency Notification System Launches
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Tlingit & Haida’s Enrollment Committee 
met to review pending enrollment 
applications, as well as blood quantum 
corrections and relinquishment requests 
at the Andrew Hope Building in Juneau, 
Alaska September 14-16, 2022. During 
the meeting, a total of 553 enrollment 
applications were approved bringing the 
Tribe’s total tribal citizen enrollment to 
34,809. The committee also approved 
three (3) relinquishment requests and
processed eight (8) blood quantum 
corrections. 

The next Enrollment Committee meeting is scheduled for December 14-16, 2022. If you are 
of Tlingit and/or Haida descent and would like to enroll with Tlingit & Haida, please make 
sure to submit an application by December 7, 2022.

Enrollment Application: www.ccthita-nsn.gov/services/enrollment/overview

Enrollment Committee Meeting Update

Enrollment Committee (L-R): Patricia Alexander, Stephanie 
Rainwater, Ella Bennett, Frank Wright, and LaVerne Wise 

(Judy Helgesen not pictured)


